
THE CLARION 

Join us this summer 
for a churchwide book 
study starting June 
12th!  In her book 
Searching for Sunday:  
Loving, Leaving and 
Finding the Church, 
Rachel Held Evans 
takes us through the traditional seven  
sacraments of the Christian church:   
baptism, confession, holy orders, commun-
ion, confirmation, anointing of the sick, 
and marriage.  
 
The United Methodist church recognizes 
only communion and baptism as holy  
sacraments, but the rest are still practiced 
as rites in our own way and in our own 
understanding.  Often, rituals lose their 
meaning for us.  Evans reminds us of the 
ways in which these practices are vital to 
our identity as Christian people and how 
practicing these rituals establishes faithful 
community.  For seven weeks we will 
study these sacraments and rites in small 
groups and altogether on Sunday mornings 
through a summer sermon series.  
 
Please contact Alexa Eisenbarth on  
Sunday morning or at the email address 
below if you are interested in this summer 
book study.  You won't want to miss it! 
 
Contact Alexa at:   
Alexanicoleeisenbarth@gmail.com 
 

God of new beginnings, at the start of this 
new season, refresh us with worship, rest 
and new ways to serve. Amen.  

Your church is entering a  
period of renewal and  
revitalization and you are the 
key.  Membership is slowly 
dwindling in our congregation, 
as in most major denomina-
tions.  Doing nothing about it 

is not an option.  Neither is maintaining the status 
quo.  Your Pastor and church leadership are  
convinced that we can build a bright future for 
KFUMC by returning to a basic practice of  
Methodism. 
 

John Wesley didnôt intend to create a new Christian 
denomination.  What he did was develop a move-
ment, a new method promoting Christian living as a 
means of transforming the world for Christ.  His 
primary ñmethodò was the ñclass meeting.ò 
 

Dr. Kevin M. Watson, assistant professor of Wes-
leyan Studies at Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta, explores the history 
of the class meeting and makes a strong case for 
Methodists to return to this founding ñmethodò in 
his book, The Class Meeting, pointing out that 
many Methodist congregations are ñgrow(ing) larg-
er by becoming smaller.ò 
 

The start of Methodism is rooted in what Wesley 
called ñsocieties,ò small groups that met weekly in 
someoneôs home to focus on Christian living, often 
asking the simple question, ñHow is it with your 
soul?ò  These groups were not focused on learning 
texts from the Bible.  While there is nothing wrong 
with enhancing oneôs understanding of Godôs  
written word, these small group meetings were  
focused on what modern philosophers would call 
ñintentional living.ò  In other words, more interest-
ed in living a Christian life rather than just talking 
about Christian ideas. 
 

As Professor Watson puts it, ñA year from now, 
would you rather know more about the kind of life 
you want to live, or have made progress in living 
that kind of life?ò  (Go to www.seedbed.com and 
search for ñClass Meetingò for more information.) 
 

Kristi Thien, Pastor Jerry, and I will be spearhead-
ing the creation of new small groups over the next 
year.  If you want to explore this exciting oppor-
tunity, or are interested in helping grow our church, 
just let one of us know. 
 

Marc Harden, Lay Leader 

http://www.seedbed.com/


Dear friends,  
 

A few days ago, General 
Conference delegates and 
observers gathered  in  
Portland for ten days of, of, 
what did they do there for ten 
days?  They participated in 
glorious worship services 
each day with music led by 
talented teams and the Word 
interpreted by various bish-

ops.  I hope you were able to listen to some of 
the services, as they were available either 
streamed live or delayed.  As one who had the 
privilege of spending almost two days there, I 
can attest that watching the convention online 
is almost like being there.  
 

Bishop Grant Hagiya asked our conference 
pastors and laypersons to take a few days to 
volunteer to help.  I wanted to help in a way 
that was specific and sharply focused, so I  
volunteered to serve on the prayer team.  My 
role both mornings was to find a quiet corner or 
meander around the convention hall and pray.  
What an assignment!  Most of my prayers were 
internally generated, rather than audible.  I 
prayed Godôs blessing on speakers, musicians, 
delegates, staff, and other fellow volunteers.  
The conscious assignment to pray was one of 
the most gratifying Iôve had, ever.  Truly one 
could say ñHow could you lose with an assign-
ment like that!ò  Whoôs going to be able to 
grade your performance?  Only God.  I invite 
you to take on the same assignment some  
Sunday at worship in our sanctuary.  Pray for 
whoever the Holy Spirit draws to your atten-
tion.  Preachers, liturgists, musicians, ushers, 
greeters, technicians, congregants, especially 
those who look sad and those who are alone.  
Then put feet to your prayers and go welcome 
someone, especially those who are alone.  
 

What about conclusions?  Not having been  
present for the Conferenceôs last days, I rely on 
the reports of others.  The participants seemed 
to be finding a middle ground.  They avoided 
taking controversial action, though certainly 
each issue had its supporters.  I direct you to 
the Council of Bishopsô letter to the church for 
a helpful summary (included in this newsletter, 
page 5).  Thanks for allowing me the time to 
go.  
 

In His grip, 
 

Jerry  

UMW Salad  
Supper Pleases 
All 
 

Itôs impossible to say what the 
90 women at our May 24 
UMW Salad Supper liked best 
about this impressive evening that included . . .  
 

. . . delicious salads beautifully displayed in a 
double row thirty feet long.  Phyllis Koschik, 
UMW president, has been asked how we do it, 
meaning how is it possible to come up with 
such an array of different dishes.  She smiles 
and says thatôs Methodist charm.  It just hap-
pens. 
 

. . . lovely Gypsy music, played by violinist 
Beverly Atwood and accordionist Timothy 
Kuzmick.  Truly, we wanted to dance along 
with them. 
 

. . . an inspiring and amusing program on wom-
en of the Bible presented by Jacque Sonder-
man, assisted by Darlene Youngs.  For sure, 
everyone enjoyed hearing about the Fruits of 
the Spirit, as lived by those women. 
 

. . . two beautifully decorated cakes created by 
Janelle Klages that were as tasty as they were 
pretty. 
 

. . . the colorful display of quilts made by 
Piecemakers, one of which was given as a door 
prize to a happy attendee. 
 

. . . guests smiling for photographs taken by 
Mary Gadeken.  Seeing those pictures will 
bring back happy memories. 
 

. . . fruit contributed by Nancy Russell for the 
centerpieces.  All of it will go to the Union 
Gospel Mission. 
 

. . . fellowship enjoyed by women of our 
church and their friends, women from other 
Seven Rivers District churches, UMW district 
officers, and women from our neighbor church, 
First Presbyterian.  
 

Many thanks go to the co-chairs, Eddie Kenoy-
er and Patty Hornberger for coordinating the 
event and to the members of Joy and Tuesday 
Morning Circles for their efforts to make this 
32nd annual event so successful. 



Recently, Bishop Grant 
and our District Superin-
tendent, Juli Reinholz, 
asked Pastor Jerry to take 
three United Methodist 
seminary classes that will 
help him qualify to earn 
the level of Elder in full 
connection.  This summer, he will work toward 
that goal by completing a 2-week intensive class 
on John Wesley and the 19th century Methodist 
Church.  This class will be held at Garrett  
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 
Illinois (a suburb of Chicago), June 13-24.   
Pastor Jerry will be away three Sundays, and 
while we will miss him, we are excited that he 
has this opportunity.  He has arranged for other 
capable preachers to fill the Sunday pulpit while 
he is gone;  our assignment is to be present on 
those days and, as always, to be on the lookout 
for the Holy Spirit! 
 

Please keep Pastor Jerry in prayer as he heads 
back to school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 17—Fathers Day 
 
June 22ðJuly 1—Sr. UMY Mission Trip 
 
June 23ð26—PNWUMC Annual  
Conference in Puyallup 

 
June 24ð25—East Benton County  
Historical Society ñInsideò yard sale 

 
July 13ð17—Jr. UMY Middler 
 
July 18ð22—VBS 
 
July 28ð31—Menôs Walk with Christ 
at KFUMC 

 
Aug 11ð14—Womenôs Walk with Christ 
at KFUMC 

 

Rummage Sale 2016 is histo-
ry, and we are glad to report 
that the effort raised at least 
$10,000 that will be used to 
fund various church projects!   

However, the sale was a  
success in ways other than 
money raised:   

ß About $800 in gift certificates were pur-
chased and then given to local families in 
need for their use.  One young woman was 
able to buy her first complete set of dishes.  
She was overjoyed.  

ß Used eyeglasses went to the Lions Club. 

ß The Humane Society received old towels 
and blankets.   

ß St Vincent de Paul gleaned all the clothes 
that didnôt sell for their free clothing bank.   

ß Teen Challenge took the other leftover 
items for their secondhand store.   

Again, thanks to everyone who participated, 
giving of their time and talents.  Nancy very 
much appreciated all the support she received.  
It was a busy week, filled with good fellowship 
and evidence of Godôs hand at work. 

Many of the current leaders are thinking it may 
be time for them to step aside, and if the sale is 
to continue next year, we will be needing some 
new volunteers in leadership roles.  Please keep 
this event in your prayers, considering whether 
God might be asking you to become a vital part 
of Rummage Sale leadership. 

Acts: 20:35 Jesus said ñIt is more blessed to 
give than to receive.ò 

 

 
 

 

ñSpring being a tough  
act to follow, God  
     invented June.ò  
 

ðAl Bernstein  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eddie Kenoyer  1-Jun 
Kevin Loomis  1-Jun 
Jill Nelson  2-Jun 
Corey Osborn  2-Jun 
Rachel Loomis  2-Jun 
Amber Arnold  4-Jun 
Brian Bement  4-Jun 
Rachel Mayhew  4-Jun 
Dustin Bayers  4-Jun 
Don Treger  5-Jun 
Piper Hagen  5-Jun 
Leslie O'Neil  6-Jun 
Walker Taggares 6-Jun 
Kevin Howard  7-Jun 
William Osborn  7-Jun 
Tyler George  7-Jun 
Dion Warren  7-Jun 
Andrew Miracle 7-Jun 

Ann Kelly  8-Jun 
Kitty Burtner   8-Jun 
Garrett Hopkins  8-Jun 
James Dreier  8-Jun 
Mimi Mears  9-Jun 
Dolores Conrad  10-Jun 
Deirdre Brown  10-Jun 
Jessica Perry  10-Jun 
Tazmin Milton  10-Jun 
Mikel Meilink  11-Jun 
Hailey Dreier  11-Jun 
Marc Harden  12-Jun 
Gloria Harden  13-Jun 
Brandon Williamson 13-Jun 
Brittany Becker  13-Jun 
Tracy Lysher  14-Jun 
Brejan Nelson  14-Jun 
Brandon Mayfield 15-Jun 
Camden Simmelink 15-Jun 
Trinity Power  15-Jun 
Joe Sproul  16-Jun 
Gene Koschik  16-Jun 
Jocelyn O'Donnell 16-Jun 
Hailey Butler  16-Jun 
Jake Hickman  17-Jun 
Donovan Woodruff 17-Jun 

Caleb Baker  17-Jun 
Eric Heinlein  18-Jun 
Cassandra Brazell 18-Jun 
Jill Door  20-Jun 
Brent Warner  22-Jun 
Larry Sehmel  23-Jun 
Melinda Newhouse 23-Jun 
Ron Shuck  24-Jun 
Emily Britton  24-Jun 
Becky West  25-Jun 
Jake Lysher  26-Jun 
Noah Trump  26-Jun 
Tommy Cox  26-Jun 
Gloria Weible  27-Jun 
Nicole Dyer  27-Jun 
Jim Deatherage  28-Jun 
Conner Simmelink 28-Jun 
Clayton Gwinn  29-Jun 
Joel Housworth  30-Jun 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please pray for those in 
need of healing and  
comfort . . .  
 
 ̈ Ray Darrow, Kevin 
Chase, Carol Hardacre, 
Deana Ahrend, Jim Swift, 
Todd Milton, Anita Knight, 

Don Hildman, Les Green, Dolores  
Conrad, Jacque Sonderman, Patty  
Winston, Nancy Lawrence, Janice  
McIntyre, and Bob Waller. 

 
Please pray for  the families and friends of 
those who have recently lost these loved 
ones . . . 
 
 ̈George Jones, who died on May 4 at 99 
years of age. 

 
 
ñWe have to pray with our eyes on God, not 
on the difficulties.ò 

Oswald Chambers  
 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2016 high school  
graduates! 
 

Bethany Ahrend 
Carley Hagen 
Baxter Hanses 
Molly Kittson  
Austin Roach 
Ryan Young 

 

òI pray that God would fill your heart with 
dreams and that faith gives you the courage to 
dare to do great things . . . ó 

Mark Harris 



To the people of The United Methodist Church: 
 
 The Council of Bishops brings you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ who has called us to be servant leaders of the church. In 1812, Bishop Francis Asbury, 
Bishop William McKendree and General Conference Secretary Daniel Hitt sent the first letter 
to churches following General Conference. This letter seeks to revive that tradition. Many  
bishops will also be communicating individually in their own areas. 
 Hundreds of lay and clergy delegates from around the world gathered in Portland,  
Oregon, along with bishops and pastors, church members and staff, volunteers and visitors, to 
engage in Christian conferencing, to make decisions for our churchôs future, to affirm our  
global connection, to worship and to celebrate Godôs faithfulness. 
 We celebrated the success of our Imagine No Malaria initiative, which seeks to raise 
$75 million in the fight against malaria, a disease that takes the life of a child in Africa every 
two minutes. We celebrated our ecumenical partnerships as we move into full Communion with 
the Uniting Church in Sweden and toward full Communion with the Moravian church. We  
celebrated our heritage: the 250th anniversary of our oldest church, John Street United Method-
ist Church, the 200th anniversary of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the 150th anni-
versary of United Methodist Women, the 25th anniversary of Africa University and others. 
 We continued in our acts of repentance with a presentation from the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribes about the Methodist involvement in the 1864 Sand Creek massacre. We shared 
in the consecration of deaconesses and home missioners and the commissioning of missionar-
ies. We moved toward a global Book of Discipline and global Social Principles. We voted to 
add five new bishops in Africa after 2020, and approved a churchwide study on our ecclesiolo-
gy. 
 The Episcopal address set the tone for the event, focusing on humility and lifting up our 
accomplishments. We heard from our laity an invitation to members to be more involved in 
making disciples and getting involved in ministries to bring the love of Christ to others. We 
heard our young people say they ñare engaged in Christôs journey with energy and love.ò We 
also heard them say clearly that they do not want a divided church and urged us to ñbe in unity 
even if we do not have unanimity.ò They give us hope for our future. 
 The body had difficult and challenging work before it as we acknowledged our differ-
ences over human sexuality. Amidst those differences, the delegates affirmed they want their 
bishops to lead and we found ourselves with an opportunity for a holy moment. We spoke can-
didly about what divides us and what our church might look like in the future if we dared to 
consider new possibilities. We offered a way forward, postponing decisions about sexuality 
matters and committing to having a different kind of global conversation that allows all voices 
to be heard. 
 Our differences do not keep us from being the body of Christ. They do not keep us from 
doing good in the world. They do not keep us from making a difference – and so we set forth 
bold new goals: to make a million new disciples of Jesus Christ; to engage 3 million new  
people to make a difference in the world; to transform 400 communities for vital abundant liv-
ing; to reach a million children with lifesaving health interventions; and to double the number 
of vital congregations. 
 Most importantly, we affirmed our commitment to stay united. We proved that we are 
more than debates and divisions, more than rules and resolutions. We stood together as the body 
of Christ. As we reflect on our time in Portland, our prayer is for unity in the church for the  
advancement of our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
 As John Wesley reminded us, ñBest of all, God is with us.ò 
 
Signed on behalf of the Council of Bishops, 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council 



GENERAL FUND UPDATE:   
   

The Finance Committee produces this report to communicate 
to the congregation about the status of the General Fund (GF) 
so that it is meaningful and accurate.  For the congregation to 
understand why this is such a challenge, we need to understand 
that historical giving has a trend and pattern.  If we all gave the 
same each month, we could divide our annual budget by 12 to 
determine the Monthly Target.  But our giving has strong and 
weak months.  For this reason we have created the above re-
port.  The report factors in the seasonality of our giving pat-
terns.   
 

Column 2 represents the average monthly percentage of giving 
as compared to the annual budget.  For example, for January, it 
has represented 10% of the total giving for the last five years. 
 

Column 3 is what we would need to receive in giving for that 
specific month based upon the historical giving pattern of the 
church to be on track.  Column 6 is the cumulative total for 
Column 3, and Column 7 is the cumulative total of Column 4.  
Column 8 illustrates how far ahead or (behind) we are as of the end of the latest month.  
 

Summary as of April 30, 2016:  GF giving was above range. 
Apportionment Status:  Paid 
 
 

Kennewick First United Methodist Church 
General Fund Giving Statusð2016 

 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 Column7 Column 8 

Month 
Weighting 
(%) 

Monthly 
Target 

Actual  
Giving 

On-Track 
Status 

Cumulative 
Monthly 
Target 

Cumulative 
Actual  
Giving 

Cumulative 
On-Track  
Status 

January 10.10 
 

46,372 45,903 (469) 46,372 45,903 (469) 

February 7.12 32,695 28,154 (4,541) 79,067 74,057 (5,010) 

March 8.41 38,617 45,644 7,027 117,684 119,701 2,017 

April 8.37 38,396 29,004 (9,392) 156,080 148,705 (7,375) 

May 7.51 34,491 — (34,491) 190,571 148,705 (41,866) 

June 7.69 35,287 — (35,287) 225,858 148,705 (77,153) 

July 7.47 34,295 — (34,295) 260,153 148,705 (111,448) 

August 6.94 31,847 — (31,847) 292,000 148,705 (143,295) 

September 7.52 34,521 — (34,521) 326,520 148,705 (177,815) 

October 7.18 32,956 — (32,956) 359,476 148,705 (210,771) 

November 7.79 35,742 — (35,742) 395,218 148,705 (246,513) 

December 13.89 63,745 — (63,745) 458,963 148,705 (310,258) 

BUDGET 100.00 458,963 148,705 (310,258}    

       

Special Donations 
April 18—May 26, 2016 

 
Pastorôs Discretionary Fund . $  420.00 
Apportionments .......................... 25.00 
Camperships .......................... 1,487.55 
Care Shawl Ministry .................. 20.00 
Tri Cities Food Bank .................. 80.00 
Missions Coffee Project ........... 178.00 
Rummage Sale Vouchers ......... 545.00 
Rummage Sale .................... 12,917.00 
Transportation Donations ...... 1,000.00 
Transportation Recycle Funds .. 303.15 
Koins for Kenya Coffee  
     Project ................................... 54.00 
Jr. High Rockathon ................... 265.00 
Jr. High Donation ..................... 114.00 
Sr. High Auction ................. 14,325.68 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Summer Worship Schedule 
9:45 AM 
   

Nursery provided  
Handicapped Accessible 

 
 

Church Office Hours 
8:30 AM - noon and 1 - 4 PM 
Monday through Thursday 
8 AM - Noon on Fridays 

  
(509) 582-2163 

 
www.kennewickfirst.com 

 
facebook.com/KennewickFirstUMC 

Articles for the July 2016 Clarion will 
be due on June 17. 

Kennewick Firstôs 
summer worship 
schedule begins 
Sunday, June 5, 
with one service 
at 9:45 AM.  We 

anticipate a return to our program 
year schedule on September 11, 
with services at 9 and 10:30 AM.   

 


